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As if to emphasize the absurdity of this periphrasis,
Signor Gayda, the chief Italian propagandist, was
declaring in the Italian papers that his Government had
decided, * after careful consideration of the whole
situation,* that *the Italian volunteers will not leave
Spanish soil until the forces of General Franco have
won a final and complete victory.* At the same time the
anti-English campaign, by wireless and in the press,
was intensified, and every night the Arabic-speaking
world was informed of our Inisdeeds. It was not until
the beginning of 1938, and under pressure from the
Opposition, that any reply was ever made. The Govern-
ment had put its money on * Italian conciliation,* they
still watched anxiously down the course, and could not
understand that the ill-conditioned animal, spavined
and broken-winded, had been left at the starting post

The only possible reply to the failure before Madrid
was an attack on the isolated Republican forces i&
Northern Spain, The northern enclave was badly
supplied with arms, had no air force, and must fall
ultimately from an assault by a properly equipped
army. Reinforcements and supplies had to be sent*
It was obviously no time to make even nominal con-
cessions to the idea of non-intervention. The com-
mittee's proceedings had ceased to be a form of polite
diplomatic comedy. The third and subsequent acts
were to be played as farce.

The tragedy of northern Spain has been so recenfc
and so complete that it is painful to write about it. The
country of the Basques and Asturians had been cut off
from eastern Spain early in the war, but had held out
as an independent and autonomous unit, based <m
the three towns of Bilbao, Santander and Gijon, all
on the northern coast. Of these Bilbao was by far the